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23. ru sounds very lard and short, almost like dn or
more correctly like rdn, as: barn, bdren, horn, it is there-
fore often found in defective modern manuscripts or books
steirn, seirn for steinn, seinn. 2l sonunds likewise hard and
short, almost like dl or more correetly like rdl; on this account
one often finds jarl and jall, karl and kall, kerling and
kelling.

24. s is always hard, like the Danish or like the gertan
§ (s3), never soft like the german .

25. 3 always sounds like s and is only used as an ety-
mological sign for s, when a ¢, d, or 8 has dropped as: veiz-
la for wveitsla, islenzkr for islendskr, gerzkr for gerdskr.
In old manuscripts they made use of = sometimes as an abbre-
viation of ss, sometimes of st, aboul in the same manuer
in which the greek £ stood for ¢d, in modern and good edi-
tions the use has been restricted, to specify distinetly the Lwo
pronunciations and derivations.

26. @ always sounds hard, like ks or gs with a hard ¢
and s, as: lax, sex, 0x, uxi, (never like g5 as in the french
word exact). X

27. The old Norsk pronunciation was altogether broad,
rich in sound (klangluld) logieal and preeise. A vowel before
a simple consonant is rather long, whether the eonsonant he
hard or soft, as: ek (I. xk) or eg (I w®g), set (l. set), las
(I. 1as) to express the short sound, the consonant is doubled,
as: egg, setl, hlass.

Even vowels are shortened in the pronunciation if a con-
sonant is added, as:

hif-ud has a long 8 — hofdi a short and sharp one.
ber, slir- - - e — berja, Dat. bardi, has a short one.
vil - - = i— vilja, vildi - - - -

28. To the syllable belong all consonants which follow a
vowel, as: ask-a, sett-u, hofd-in-u, vild-i, marg-ir,
hest-ar. According to this rule the words are abbreviated at
the end of a line.

29. Exeeptions are j and v, which belong to the vowel
following these letters, as: tegg-jum, hogg-va, the letter 7,
also never attaches itself to the preceding vowel, execept, when
it becomes altogether blended with the vowel as: steinn,
grenn, hell, fall, it is generally read with the next vowel,
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